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There have been many recent reports and announcements from the federal government about
potential changes to the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) and the
programs it administers. Home Forward is not a federal agency, but we receive federal funding
through HUD.

What You Need to Know

e Congress passed a budget for Transportation, Housing and Urban Development at the
beginning of February after a brief government shutdown. This means HUD now has a
final, enacted budget for the Fiscal Year 2026.

e Home Forward is analyzing the final, enacted HUD budget to determine its impact on
our work, and we continue to monitor federal funding impacts to our housing and
programs that many families rely on.

Emergency Housing Vouchers

e The Emergency Housing Voucher (EHV) program was established in 2021 to serve
individuals and families experiencing or at risk of homelessness. Housing authorities,
such as Home Forward, were initially told the program was funded through 2030.

e HUD notified all public housing authorities that funding for the EHV program will end in
2026. Based on information from HUD, Home Forward anticipates that the funding for
our EHV program will run out in the fall of 2026.

e In November 2025, Home Forward notified all EHV households of the early sunset of
the program and loss of their rent assistance in the fall of 2026.

e HUD has allowed Home Forward to automatically add all EHV families to our tenant-
based Housing Choice Voucher (HCV) program waitlist. All EHV households assisted as
of November 13, 2025 have been added to the HCV waitlist and given a preference.

e However, Home Forward is not currently issuing new vouchers from our HCV waitlist.

e This means that even though EHV families are now on the HCV waiting list with a
preference, Home Forward may not be able to issue vouchers before the EHV program
funding ends.
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e Home Forward is working to identify possible housing opportunities within our buildings
for individuals and families currently receiving EHV assistance. However, we do not
know if we will be able to identify enough resources for all currently assisted EHV
families.

e Home Forward will notify EHV families 90 days in advance of the expiration of their
rental assistance.

e |tis important for families and partners to know that right now — in 2025 and for most of
2026 — EHV families do not need to move, no one’s rent is changing at this time, and
that Home Forward will communicate to families before any changes take effect.

Immigration Status & Housing Eligibility

e In 2025, the Department of Homeland Security signed an agreement with HUD to work
together to ensure that housing assistance is provided only to people who are U.S citizens,
Lawful Permanent Residents (green card holders), and other people with lawful immigration
status (such as asylees or refugees).

e The agreement does not change any laws or current HUD rules; however, it signals that the
rules could change in the future. As of now, households with mixed immigration status
remain eligible for prorated federal housing assistance.

e Home Forward has always been required to share certain information with the federal
government, including certain citizenship and eligibility information of residents and
participants. Home Forward has developed guidance [English, Viethamese, Somali,
Russian, Spanish] on what information we are required to share with the federal
government.

How to Contact Your Elected Representatives

It's important that your elected representatives in Congress hear from you about how these
changes may impact you, your family, and your community. You can call your congressional
representatives at 202-224-3121 to tell them to support full funding for housing programs. You
can also find contact information for your elected officials at www.usa.gov/elected-officials.
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